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PHREHCE OB H BHE RS R IRE] - EBE SR S -« FHamBiEs - R

B9 1949 & 2 18 % I + 4 (University of Malaya)fc1956 & & = Jf 3 1 4 % 12
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A Study on the “Merdeka University ” in
Malaysia

Shu-yao Tsao

Abstract

When Nanyang University was founded at Jurong, Singapore in 1956, it seemed
that the Chinese people in Malaya had made their dream to establish a Chinese
university come true. When Singapore separated from Federation of Malaysia in 1965,
Nanyang University became a “foreign” university. When the Ministry of Education of
Malaysia announced to put restrictions on studying abroad, the Malaysian Chinese
thus wanted to have their own university. This proposed university was called
Merdeka University. The project had never been materialized. Nonetheless, the
proposed project had great impact on the development of Chinese education in
Malaysia. In this paper, I try to make an inquiry into the emergence, process and effect

of the Merdeka University.
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